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Back to Basics

Six-pair crossing

This is used when three plaits or leaves or a mixture of plaits and leaves meet at a
pin. Use each pair of bobbins as though it is a single thread.

There are several ways of describing how to do a six-pair crossing. The first one
below explains the method in words. The second is a short-hand version of the same
thing.

One

1. Of the two pairs from the middle, take the left-hand one under the pair to its left
and the right-hand one over the pair to its right.

2. Twist the middle two pairs.
3. Take the left-hand centre pair under and then over the two pairs to its left. Take

the right-hand centre pair over and then under the two pairs to its right.
4. Put in the pin.
5. Repeat moves 1 and 2.
6. Take the left-hand centre pair under the pair to its left and the right-hand centre

pair over the pair to its right.
7. Pull the threads tight around the pin.

Two

2 over 3, 4 over 5, 4 over 3
2 over 3, 4 over 5, 2 over 1
6 over 5, 2 over 3, 4 over 5
Put up pin
4 over 3, 2 over 3, 4 over 5
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Section 2 – How to .............................

Back to Basics

Half Stitch Spiders

You will have pairs coming into the spider
from the left and from the right. Put extra
twists in these pairs (if you have two pairs
coming in on each side as in the working
diagram on the right, have two twists in each
pair, if you have three pairs then have three
twists etc).

1 Take the pair on the left which is nearest
to the middle (1 on the diagram on the
right) and work it in half stitch through the
pairs from the right.

2 Take the next pair on the left (2) and work it through the pairs from the right in
half stitch but not through the pair from 1.

3 Continue in this way until all the pairs from the left have been worked through the
pairs from the right.

4 Pin in the middle of all the pairs. Tension well.

5 Now for the other half of the spider. Take the pair on the left which is nearest the
pin (middle) and work it through the pairs hanging from the right of the pin in half
stitch.

6 Take the next pair on the left and work it through the pairs hanging from the right
of the pin in half stitch.

7 Continue in this way until all the pairs from the left have been worked through the
pairs from the right.

8 Twist all pairs the appropriate number of times and tension.
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Section 2 – How To………..

How to Add and Discard Pairs Along an Edge
by Christine Cooper

A

B

C

Adding Pairs

This technique is used when you are adding just
one pair in, or when you are adding reused pairs
which are knotted together at the top.

The diagram (right) shows each pair in a different
colour.

Add the extra pair BEFORE you think you need to
do so! This means that it is worked through the
other pairs several times before it is worked round
an edge pin and into the design.

Do not work it through the outer edge passive pair,
it jumps that pair and starts being worked by the
second passive pair.

After finishing and unpinning, the tail with the knot
can be cut off close to the fabric.

Discarding Pairs

This method relies on keeping no more than 3
passive edge pairs going at once, during the
discard process.

In the diagram, right, the green pair works around
pin A and is then surplus to requirements. But it
needs to be worked through a few more stitches
so that pin A doesn’t come undone.

It works through the two passive edge pairs and
then becomes a third passive edge pair.

The black pair then works through all three
passives, round pin B, and back through all three
passives. The red pair (the second passive pair) is
then thrown out to one side, leaving a tail.

The green pair then takes the place of second
passive pair, and the black pair becomes third
passive pair. The yellow pair works through them,
round pin C, and back through them again. Then
the green pair is discarded.

This technique is used in the last pattern in this
issue, the Bucks Point Corner, where 3 extra pairs
have to be added in for the corner, and then
discarded.


