
to
Bedfordshire Lace

Jean Leader

The Lace Guild

An
Introduction



Contents
Introduction 5
 Equipment and materials
Pattern 1: Plaits and picots 6
 Plait, left-hand and right-hand picot, windmill crossing
Pattern 2: Petals 8
 Leaf-shaped tally
Pattern 3: Plaited edgingattern 3: Little Fan 10
 Footside, joining lace end to beginning
Pattern 4: Scalloped edging 14
 Double picot, hanging in extra pairs to form a plait or tally, 

discarding threads from cloth stitch
Drafting a pattern in Bedfordshire lace 17
Pattern 5: Simple bookmark 18
 Beginning with a trail hung to work in both directions,
 finishing by joining the ends of two trails together
Pattern 6: Nine-pin edging 20 
 Nine-pin edge, kiss stitch, plait/tally leaving a trail, 
 plait/tally joining a trail
Pattern 7: Flower coaster 23
 Six-pair crossing
Pattern 8: Spider coaster  25
 Bedfordshire spider
Drafting patterns 7 and 8 27
Pattern 9: Bookmark with trail 29
 Cluny techniques, secondary trail
Pattern 10: Tyne Bridge 32
 Dividing a trail, joining two trails, tally worked from two
 separate pins
Pattern 11: Tiara 36 
Crossing trails
Pattern 12: Chequered coaster 39
 Diamond and cutwork (plaited ground)
Pattern 13: Dancing spiders 41
 Twisted vein in cloth stitch, ‘boxed’ diagonal vein in cloth
 stitch, kiss stitch vein in cloth stitch, diagonal vein with two
 sets of pin-holes in cloth stitch, using a gimp to outline a
 vein, half-stitch vein



Pattern 14: Glasgow Butterfly 45
 Bedfordshire circle
Pattern 15: Cleveden Butterfly 48
 Raised tally, rolled raised tally, overlaid tally
Pattern 16: Two Leaves  52
 Working veins in a motif
Additional techniques and patterns  54
 Eight-pair crossing, blossom ground
Further reading 60



23

Pattern 7: Flower coaster 
Technique introduced
Six-pair crossing

Sample worked with 22 pairs Madeira Tanne 30
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Six-pair crossing
This is used where three plaits or tallies 
meet and cross. Treat each pair as a single 
thread, number their positions 1–6 from 
the left, and work as follows:
1. Take 2 over 3 and 4 over 5
2. Take 4 over 3
3. Take 2 over 3 and 4 over 5
4. Take 2 over 1 and 6 over 5
5. Take 2 over 3 and 4 over 5
6. Pin at centre
7. Take 4 over 3
8. Take 2 over 3 and 4 over 5 
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AWorking the coaster
Start the trail with the worker on 
A and 3 passive pairs on a support 
pin. Add pairs for the first tally at 
B, and pairs for the nine-pin edge 
at C and D. After adding pairs at E, 
work the first flower: make tallies 
from B and E to F; hang 2 pairs 
inside each other on a support pin 
above F; work a six-pair crossing, 
remove the support pin. Complete 
the flower with tallies to G, H 
and J. Work the tally from J to K. 
Continue trail and nine-pin, adding 
pairs at L and M for the next flower. 
After completing the flower, work 
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a windmill crossing at H, plait to G and N, work windmill crossings. Two 
tally pairs are added to the trail for the third flower  — the other tallies come 
from N and O. After the third flower take two pairs into the trail (discard 
threads to make room for them). Add the last two pairs to the trail for the 
fourth flower. Complete all the flowers, then continue the trail and nine-
pin. Take two pairs from the fourth flower and four each from the fifth and 
sixth into the trail, sew in the last two pairs from the sixth flower at F. Join 
trail and nine-pin (see p. 12).

Arrows show direction of working 
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